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Charlemagne's tax-collectors very greatly suspected a
good many English pilgrims of being merchants, who
carried on their business, under a guise of piety, without
paying the legal dues). Charlemagne and Offa were on
terms of great friendship except for a brief period of
estrangement; many presents are known to have passed
between them; for example, in 795 when Charlemagne
defeated the Avars he sent some of the spoil of the
barbarians to Offa. English pilgrims and merchants to
England may haye brought back specimens of Arab
dinars to England; we would suggest, however, that
Charlemagne sent specimens of the Arab dinars which
he and his father had received from the Caliph, and
that this is how Offa first became acquainted with gold
coins. The fact that so many dinars of the year 157 have
survived and that it is the year of which imitations exist,
suggests that an unusual number of these coins must
have been brought to Europe; this would not happen
in the ordinary course of commerce, and the inference
is that coins of this year were specially struck by the
Caliph for presentation to the Carolingian Emperor.
Offa therefore having already instituted a silver coinage
on the model of the Carolingian now desired to have
a gold coinage, and following the universal practice in
such cases, copied the coinage that had suggested the
idea to him as closely as possible; it would have been
quite contrary to all numismatic laws for him to have
instituted at once a gold coinage of the same style as his
silver coins ; to him the essential features of a gold coin
were those of the only gold coins he knew.

We thus see that this piece of Offa is quite a natural
commercial development such as can be paralleled in
the history of many coinages, and there is no reason to